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Rural Fire Protection Districts

Chapter 478

NOTES OF DECISIONS

The general law on civil service for firemen applies to
rural fire protection districts. Myers v. Bd. of Directors, 

1971) 5 Or App 142, 483 P2d 95. 

FURTHER CITATIONS: St. Helens Rural Fire Protection

Dist. v. Dept. of Rev., ( 1970) 4 OTR 186. 

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Assets and liabilities following
merger of districts, 1948 -50, p 174; including unconstitution- 
ally excessive levy in computation of district tax base, 
1950. 52, p 25; authority of district to increase tax levy to
10 mills for installation of street light system, 1950 -52, p
83; eligibility for voting in district, 195456, p 155; serial levy
by district, 1956 -58, p 68; fire protection of forest areas
within district by State Forester, 1958 -60, p 215; consoli- 
dation of districts, 1958 -60, p 346; district as municipal cor- 
poration, 1960 -62, p 325; authority of districts to borrow
on short term notes, 1962 -64, p 326; application of civil
service law for firemen to districts, 1966 -68, p 636. 

LAW REVIEW CITATIONS: 4 WLJ 482, 500, 501. 

478.002

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: New tax base, 1956 -58, p 289. 

478.010

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Authority of residents to adopt
initiative laws imposing regulations, 1938 -40, p 341; im. 
provements on railroad rights of way not includable in rural
fire protection district without owner' s consent, 194042, p
588; what constitutes " contiguous territory" within the
meaning of this section, 1948 -50, p 328; status of rural fire
protection district upon incorporation of a city including
most of district' s area, 194648, p 115; assets and liabilities
following merger of districts, 1948 -50, p 174; district tax levy
against personal property, 1952 -54, p 206; status of reverted
forest land within district, 1958 -60, p 215; forest patrol as- 
sessments on lands within rural fire protection district

which revert to forest lands, 1958 -60, p 215; consolidated
district as regularly organized district, 1958. 60, p 346; au- 
thority of district to contract for ambulance service, 1966 -68, 
p 134. 

LAW REVIEW CITATIONS: 46 OLR 266; 4 WLJ 482. 

478.050

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Election of board when district

organized without directors, 1952 -54, p 249; determining
elector's right to vote in district, 1954 -56, p 155; signing of
petitions by persons under civil service, 1958 -60, p 346; 
obtaining voter approval to distribute electric power, 1960- 
62, p 325. 

478.100

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Effect of 13 -day notice on the
validity of a district, 1954 -56, p 60.. 

478.210

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Directors as volunteer firemen of

own district, 1948 -50, p 346; authority of fire chief to equip
privately -owned vehicle for emergency purposes, 1950 -52, 
p 232; board not yet in existence at time of election, 1952 -54, 
p 250; determining elector's right to vote in district, 1954 -56, 
p 155; authority of district to contract for ambulance ser- 
vice, 1966 -68, p 134. 

478.221

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Voting by corporation land- 
owners and by property owners who reside outside district, 
195456, p 155; constitutionality of voter qualification, (1968) 
Vol 34, p 263. 

478.240

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Applicability to election on adop- 
tion of fire prevention code, 1952 -54, p 49; district tax levy
against personal property, 1952 -54, p 206; obtaining voter
approval to distribute electric power, 1960 -62, p 325. 

478.250

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Authority of district to increase
tax )evy to 10 mills for installation of street light system, 
1950 -52, p 83; control of funds by district treasurer, 1962 -64, 
p 129; authority to pay secretary- treasurer a salary, 1964 -66, 
p 113. 

478.260

CASE CITATIONS: Hanyman v. Roseburg Rural Fire Pro- 
tection Dist., ( 1966) 244 Or 631, 420 P2d 51. 

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Ctistodian as " firefighter ", 1948- 
50, p 247; installation and use of sirens by members of fire
protection district, 1950 -52, p 232; authority of district to
contract for ambulance service, 1966 -68, p 134; authority
of district board to include dependents in insurance cover- 

age, ( 1970) Vol 34, p 1103; duty to provide fire protection, 
1970) Vol 35, p 227. 

478.280

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Ability of director of fire protec- 
tion district to perform services for the district for compen- 

sation, 1948 -50, p 346; authority to pay secretary- treasurer
a salary, 1964 -66, p 113. 
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C J 478.290

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Providing street lights outside of
10 -mile limit, ( 1968) Vol 34, p 344. 

478.300

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Authority of district to increase
tax levy to 10 mills for installation of street light system, 
1950 -52, p 83; providing street lighting, ( 1968) Vol 34, p 344; 
duty to provide fire protection, ( 1970) Vol 35, p 227. 

LAW REVIEW CITATIONS: 37 OLR 10. 

478.310

NOTES OF DECISIONS

Cost of services to tax exempt property is borne by the
general tax. Hillsboro Rural Fire Protection Dist. v. Wash- 

ington County, ( 1964) 237 Or 494, 392 P2d 253. 

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Responsibility for fire service to
state property, 1966 -68, p 559. 

478.335

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Authority of district board to
include dependents in insurance coverage, ( 1970) Vol 34, 

p 1103. 

478.410

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Power of directors to borrow

money prior to collection of taxes, 1940 -42, p 302; limitation
on amount of warrants marked " unpaid for want of funds" 

that may be issued, 194648, p 179; right of taxpayer to
demand reduction in tax levy following gifts, 1948 -50, p 401; 
including unconstitutionally excessive levy in computation
of district tax base, 1950 -52, p 25; authority of district to
increase tax levy to 10 mills for installation of street light
system, 1950 -52, p 83; district tax levy against personal
property, 1952 -54, p 206; determining elector' s right to vote
in district, 1954 -56, p 155; election authorizing borrowing
of money, 1954 -56, p 214; serial levy by fire protection dis- 
trict, 1956 -58, p 68; effect of four -mill limitation upon ap- 
portionment of taxes between parts of a rural fire control

district, 1956 -58, p 150; relation of four mill limitation to
constitutional six percent limit, 1958 -60, p 217; authority of
districts to borrow on short- term notes, 1962 -64, p 326; 
legislative limit on local taxing authority, 1964 -66, p 429; 
legislative limit on tax base, ( 1970) Vol 34, p 1043. 

478.430

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Levy of tax on personal as well
as real property, 1952 -54, p 206; as additional to general
power to levy taxes, 1956 -58,, p 68; proposed constitutional
tax limit, ( 1968) Vol 34, p 203. 

478.965

478.450

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Legality of tax levied to maintain
rural lighting system in area more than 10 miles from
city of over 100,000 population, 1950 -52, p 83; as additional

to general power to levy taxes, 1956 -58, p 68; legislative
limit on local taxing authority, 1964 -66, p 429. 

478.460

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Handling of funds following a
consolidation of two existing districts from two counties, 
1948 -50, p 174; contributions without designated purpose, 
placing in General Fund, 1948 -50, p 401; terms of withdrawal
from district fund, 1958 -60, p 310; control of funds by district
treasurer, 1962 -64, p 129; authority of other directors to sign
or countersign, 1962 -64, p 443; authority to make deposits
in and withdraw funds from commercial banks, delegation

of duty to countersign checks, 1964 -66, p 98. 

478.470

IATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Authority to issue warrants total- 
ing more than available cash and collectible taxes, 1964 -66, 
p 98. 

478.910

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Preparing of ballot title and mail- 
ing of voters' pamphlet in special election called under this
section, 1952 -54, p 49; adoption of code by water district
that furnishes fire protection services, 1952 -54, p 53; " gener- 
al election" as not restricted to state -wide elections, 1952 -54, 

p 220; relative jurisdiction of districts and regional air qual- 
ity authority, 1966 -68, p 558; kinds of material subject to
burning permit, division of authority between various
agencies, 1966 -68, p 614; duty to provide fire protection, 
1970) Vol 35, p 227. 

478.920

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Regulation of sparklers, 1964 -66, 

p 226; relative jurisdiction of districts and regional air qual- 
ity authority, 1966 -68, p 558; kinds of material subject to
burning permit, division of authority between various
agencies, 1966 -68, p 614. 

478.960

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Relative jurisdiction of districts

and regional air quality authority, 1966 -68, p 558; kinds of
material subject to burning permit, authority of fire chief
to . prescribe conditions, division of authority between
various agencies, 1966 -68, p 614; comparing ORS 476.380, 
1970) Vol 35, p 160; open burning near city, ( 1970) Vol 35, 

p .241. 

478.965

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Recovery of costs by city as agent
of district, ( 1970) Vol 35, p 227. 
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